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SUBJ: BANGLADESH POSITION AT LAW OF THE SEA CONEERENCE 
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1. ADMIRAL M.H. KHAN, DEPUTY CHIEF MARTIAL LAW 
ADMINISTRATOR AND CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE BANGLADESH NAVY, 
TOLD THE AMBASSADOR ON MAY 12 THAT HE WOULD BE HEADING 
THE BANGLADESH DELEGATION TO THE EORTHCOMING LOS 
CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK. HE PLANS TO VISIT WASHINGTON 

ON MAY 20-23 PRIOR TO THE CONFERENCE (SEPTEL) AND HAS 
BREN INEORMED BY THE BANGLADESH EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON 
THAT HE HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH ELLIOTT RICHARDSON. 

2. ADMIRAL KHAN SAID BANGLADESH'S MAIOR OBIECTIVE 
AT THE CONFERENCE WOULD BE TO SECURE SUPPORT EOR ITS 
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POSITION REGARDING DELINEATION OF BASELINES, AND HE 
PARTICULARLY HOPED FOR BACKING FROM THE USG. KHAN 
DESCRIBED IN DETAIL WHY BANGLADESH BELIEVES THAT, 

RATHER THAN EOLLOWING THE VAGARIES OF THE COASTLINE, 

THE BASELINE SHOULD BE SET AT A SPECIEIC WATER 
DEPTH, PREFERABLY TEN EATHOMS: 
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(A) BANGLADESH'S COASTLINE IS IRREGULAR AND 
INDENTED; 

(B) THE ENTIRE COUNTRY IS DELTAIC AND ALMOST THE 
ENTIRE NATION CONSISTS OE ONE HUGE DRAINAGE BASIN; 

(C) ITS SHORELINE IS HIGHLY UNSTABLE BECAUSE OF 
THE CUMULATIVE EFEECTS OF WEATHER AND OTHER 
FACTORS; 

(D) ITS COASTLINE IS CONCAVE, WHICH PLACES 
BANGLADESH AT A DISADVANTAGE IN COMPARISON 
WITH OTHER NATIONS ; 

(E) SINCE NO INTERNATIONAL SEA LANES GO 
THROUGH THIS COASTAL REGION, INTERNATIONAL SEA 
TRAEFIC IS NOT ADVERSELY AEFECTED BY THE 
BANGLADESH PROPOSAL. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR TOLD ADMIRAL KHAN THAT, AS HE WAS AWARE 
FROM EARLIER DISCUSSIONS AT LOS MEETINGS, THERE WERE 
SERIOUS RESERVATIONS REGARDING THE BDG PROPOSAL. THESE 
CONCERN MATTERS OE PRECEDENT, SOVEREIGNTY AND POSSIBLE 
ADVERSE AFEECTS ON NAVIGATION. THE AMBASSADOR SAID HE 
WOULD, HOWEVER, REPORT THE BANGLADESH POSITION AND 
ASSUMED THAT THE SUBJECT WOULD BE DISCUSSED FURTHER 
DURING THE ADMIRAL'S MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR 
RICHARDSON. 
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